
 

 
 

 
IN-SHOP: Eco innovation of buildings 

 
 
Description 
 
Eco innovation of new buildings refers to retailers designing new buildings to ensure operation and 
maintenance of retail stores with the lowest possible environmental impacts. Green building includes 
applying innovative and green technologies in the design and construction of new buildings or the renovation 
or upgrade of existing buildings, as well as thinking about the environmental impact throughout the life cycle 
of a building (design, construction, use, demolition). 
 
 
Potential for positive environmental impact 
 
The construction of greener buildings, as shown in a pilot project of Marks & Spencer, can reduce energy 
use in supermarkets by 25% and CO2 emissions by 50% annually (EU 2009). 
 
 
Prevalence and future potential 
 
Many of the larger retailers are actively reducing the environmental impact of their buildings.  However, in a 
recent study by the BIO Intelligence Service, none of the retailers had systematic environmental 
requirements for new buildings or renovations (EU 2009). A lot of initiatives are ongoing in 2010. The 
German Retailer REWE was the winner in the ‘Food’ category at the “Stores of the year 2010” in Germany. 
The REWE Green Building is CO2 neutral. Daylight architecture is one of the store's special features that is 
combined with energy-saving construction techniques, optimum insulation, sustainable materials and the 
use of renewable energies (photovoltaic and geothermal ones) (REWE 2010). In the UK Tesco open his first 
CO2 neutral store in 2010. The new store cost 30% more to build but uses 50% less energy. The shop, in 
Ramsey, Cambridgeshire, is timber-framed rather than steel, and uses skylights and sun pipes to cut lighting 
costs (Finch 2010)    
 
In Sweden and in Finland retailers are working with green building design and constructions. ICA Kvantum in 
Sannegårdshamnen in Göteborg, which opened in October 2010, is being built to use 290 kWh less 
electricity per square meter, or 35% less than a traditional ICA Kvantum store (ICA 2010). Coop Sweden via 
its branch organisation KF Fastigheter develops new E-efficient shops, e.g. Swedish most energy efficient 
shop in Coop Extra in Västerås that is self-sufficient in heating. See case study. 
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